
 

 

 

 

Les Français ne souhaitent pas une loi sur la fessée 
 

Sept Français sur dix se disent opposés à une législation pour interdire la gifle ou la fessée 

envers les enfants, selon un sondage IFOP pour le Figaro publié vendredi. Seule une minorité 

de Français (30 %) se déclare favorable « à ce que la France interdise par la loi les châtiments 

corporels (gifle, fessée) envers les enfants ». 

 

Paragraph 1 + title : 

►(une) fessée : a smack on the bottom. La fessée = spanking 

► (ils) se disent opposés à : (they) are stating their opposition to… 

► (une) législation : a legislation/official law 

► (une) gifle : a slap 

►Envers : towards (in this context « aimed at » sounds better). 

►Selon : according to 

► (un) sondage : a survey 

►IFOP : The Institut français d'opinion publique (IFOP) (English: French Institute of Public 
Opinion) is an international marketing firm, whose motto is "Connection creates value". Its 
CEO is Laurence Parisot (he became the 276th wealthiest French person after she inherited the 

Parisot group (first furnishing retail group in France), who was nicknamed “boss of the bosses”, 
when she was the leader of the MEDEF French employers' trade union. The IFOP sells polls to 
firms and political parties. 

> IFOP’s website : http://www.ifop.com/?option=com_homepage 

> Laurence Parisot wikipedia page : http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laurence_Parisot 

►Le Figaro : Le Figaro is a French daily newspaper of record founded in 1826 and published 
in Paris. It is often compared to its main competitor, Le Monde. Its editorial line is conservative. 
It is also the oldest national newspaper in France. It is the second-largest national newspaper 
in France after Le Parisien and before Le Monde, although some regional papers have larger 
circulations. The newspaper is owned by Le Figaro Group, whose publications include TV 



Magazine and Evene. The company's chairman is Serge Dassault, whose Dassault Group has 
controlled the paper since 2004. 

 

►publier : to publish 

►seul(e) : in this context it doesn’t mean « lonely » but « only ».  

►se déclarer: the same as « se dire », see the second entry. 

►à ce que : so that 

► (un) châtiment corporel : a corporal punishment 

 

 

Le refus de toute législation est plus fort chez les sympathisants du Front National (79 %) que 

chez les sympathisants UMP (74 %) et PS (64 %). Entre hommes et femmes, l'IFOP relève six 

points d'écart : 27 % des hommes sont favorables à l'interdiction de la fessée, 33 % des femmes, 

selon un sondage réalisé en ligne auprès d'un échantillon de 1 050 personnes majeures (méthode 

des quotas). 

For the Front National, UMP and PS entries please check the extra section at the bottom of 

this document.  

 

Paragraph 2 : 

► (un) refus : a refusal/rejection 

►Le refus de toute législation : the rejection of any type of legislation 

► (un) sympathisant : in this context – a political supporter 

►Relever : to notice (in this context,when looking closely at a document/results etc.) 

► (un) (des) point(s) d’écart : point gap(s) 

► (un) échantillon : a sample 

► (une) personne majeure : an adult  

►Méthode des quotas : quota sampling. A sampling method of gathering representative data 
from a group. As opposed to random sampling, quota sampling requires that representative 



individuals are chosen out of a specific subgroup. For example, a researcher might ask for a 
sample of 100 females, or 100 individuals between the ages of 20-30. 
 

 

La France a été épinglée le 4 mars par le Conseil de l'Europe pour ne pas avoir encore interdit 

clairement toutes les formes de châtiments corporels sur les enfants, comme la fessée, 

contrairement à une majorité de ses voisins. La secrétaire d'Etat à la Famille, Laurence 

Rossignol, a plaidé pour « une réflexion collective » sur « l'utilité des punitions corporelles 

dans l'éducation des enfants », ajoutant que cela « ne passerait pas par la loi ». 

 

 

 

 

Paragraph 3 : 

►Epingler : (in this context – to criticise) 

►Le Conseil de l’Europe : The Council of Europe is an international organisation promoting 

co-operation between European countries in the areas of legal standards, human rights, 

democratic development, the rule of law and cultural co-operation. It was founded in 1949 and 

has 47 member states with 820 million citizens. The organisation is an independent body, and 

is not controlled by the European Union, which is a separate organisation it is sometimes 

confused with. Unlike European Union and Eurasian Economic Union, the Council of Europe 

cannot make binding laws. 

The best known bodies of the Council of Europe are the European Court of Human Rights, 

which enforces the European Convention on Human Rights, and the European Pharmacopoeia 

Commission, which sets the quality standards for pharmaceutical products in Europe. The 

Council of Europe's work has resulted in standards, charters and conventions to facilitate 

cooperation between European countries as an advisory body. 

The headquarters of the Council of Europe are in Strasbourg, France, with English and French 

as its two official languages. 

 



> http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Council_of_Europe 

 

►Encore : in this context « still ». France still hasn’t banned all types of physical 

punishment… 

►Contrairement à : unlike 

 

► (un/une) Voisin(e) : a neighbour 

►La secrétaire d'Etat à la Famille : Secretary of State in charge of issues such as family, 

senior citizens and independence of the elderly. 

►Plaider : to speak in favour of 

►Une réfléxion collective : a joint reflection. Réfléchir means to think/to ponder 

Il faut réfléchir avant d’agir : look before you leap 

►punition corporelle : physical punishment 

►Ajouter : to add 

►Cela ne passerait pas par la loi : this will not require a law 

 



Picture :  

Title : Corporal punishment towards children and the law 

Subtitle : 44 countries are currently forbidding, under any circumstances, these practices, such 
as spanking.  

 

 

Sweden, first country to have voted a law (against corporal punishments) in 1979. 

● Countries whose legislation forbids any corporal punishment towards children.  

 

 

EXTRA READING :  

►Le Front National : The National Front  or FN is an economically protectionist, socially 
conservative, and nationalist political party in France. The party was founded in 1972 to unify 
a variety of French nationalist movements of the time. In 1973 the party created a youth 
movement, the Front national de la jeunesse (FNJ). Jean-Marie Le Pen was the party's first 
leader and the undisputed centre of the party from its start until his resignation in 2011. 
Marine Le Pen, Jean-Maries's daughter, was elected as the current leader. While the party 
struggled as a marginal force for its first ten years, since 1984 it has been unrivaled as the 
major force of French nationalism.[10] 

As of 2015, the FN has established itself as the largest political force in France.[11][12][13][14][15] 
The 2002 presidential election was the first in France to include a far-right candidate in the 
run-off, after Jean-Marie Le Pen beat the Socialist candidate in the first round. In the run-off, 
Jean-Marie Le Pen finished a distant second to Jacques Chirac. Due to the French electoral 
system, the party's representation in public office has been limited, despite its significant 
share of the vote. 

More about Front National : 

> http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Front_%28France%29 

> http://www.frontnational.com/ 

 



►UMP : The Union for a Popular Movement, Union pour un mouvement populaire or UMP is 
a centre-right political party in France, being one of the two major contemporary political 
parties in the country along with the centre-left Socialist Party (PS). The UMP was formed in 
2002 as a merger of several centre-right parties under President Jacques Chirac.  

More about the UMP :  

>http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Union_for_a_Popular_Movement 

>http://www.u-m-p.org/ 

►PS : The Socialist Party, Parti socialiste or PS is a social-democratic political party in France, 

and the largest party of the French centre-left. The PS is one of the two major contemporary 

political parties in France, along with the Union for a Popular Movement (UMP) on the centre-

right. The Socialist Party replaced the earlier French Section of the Workers' International 

(SFIO) in 1969, and is currently led by First Secretary Jean-Christophe Cambadélis.  

More about the PS : 

>http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Socialist_Party_%28France%29 

>http://www.parti-socialiste.fr/ 

 

Notes :  
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